
COUNCIL VIDEO 
CONFERENCE 

MEETINGS 
25th November 2020 
15th December 2020

Full Council meetings and 
Committee meetings have 

continued to take place 
throughout the entire COVID-19 
lockdown and social-distancing 

period via video conference.
If members of the public wish to 

attend a meeting they can request 
log in details by sending an email 

to the Town Clerk at: 
 towncouncil@verwood.gov.uk

Members of the public cannot 
take part in meetings but are able 
to ask questions afterwards and a 

response is given by email.  
Please note that meetings are recorded.

email: towncouncil@verwood.gov.uk

28 Vicarage Road, Verwood, BH31 6DR
Office Hours: 9am - 1pm Monday - Friday

Issue No. 64
NOVEMBER 2020

MAYOR’S REPORT
I am delighted to be writing to you, the residents 
of Verwood and Three Legged Cross, for the 
first time having been appointed Mayor by my 
fellow Councillors in October. This is a role that 
I am very much looking forward to fulfilling, 
and hopefully it will not be too long until I 
can start attending events in person. For 
now, Zoom appears to be the way forward.  
I would like to thank Councillor Mrs Pat 
Morrow, our past Mayor, for her efforts 
over the last few difficult months, and my fellow Councillors, the 
Town Clerk and staff, all of whom have worked very hard to keep 
the Council working for the community.
It is a different and difficult time at the moment which we are all adapting 
to on a daily basis as best we can. I would therefore like to take this 
opportunity of saying a huge thank you to all of the front line workers, 
medical staff, carers, teachers, shop workers, delivery drivers, families, 
friends and neighbours for all of the help they are providing to members 
of this community and beyond. I know that the work which everyone is 
doing is very much appreciated by all. Hopefully when we emerge from this 
pandemic, we will do so with a renewed sense of community and continue 
helping those around us.

I was proud to recently purchase the first poppy and play my part in 
remembering those who have given their lives at the Remembrance Sunday 
Service.

For the year ahead I intend to focus, with the Council, on the issue of road 
crossings around Verwood and Three Legged Cross. As many of you will 
be aware, this is a particularly complex area. I am pleased to confirm that a 
Working Group has been created and we will update you with our progress 
and intentions as soon as we are able.

I also aim on continuing the work of the Council in improving our 
communication and engagement with as many parts of our community as 
possible. We have a great, varied community so what works for one person 
does not necessarily work for others. I would therefore welcome any 
suggestions from the residents for any improvements that could be made 
for us to consider.

Finally, I would like to put on various events next year in order to raise 
funds for the 5 local schools towards their IT equipment and also for the 
local branch of the National Association of Colitis and Crohn’s Disease.

Please keep safe and continue to help others if you can. 
Councillor Matthew Parker - Verwood Town Mayor

BUYING OF THE FIRST POPPY
Verwood Town Mayor, Councillor Mr Matthew Parker, purchased the 
first poppy for the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal launch from  
Mr Bob Richmond who is the Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser.

TOWN COUNCIL 
OFFICE 

CHRISTMAS 
OPENING:

24th December: 9.00 -12.00
25th December: Closed
26th December: Closed
27th December: Closed
28th December: Closed

29th December: 9.00 -12.00
30th December: 9.00 -12.00
31st December: 9.00 -12.00
1st January 2021: Closed



OUTGOING 
MAYOR GIVING 
CHEQUE TO 
HER CHOSEN 
CHARITY 
Our outgoing Mayor, Councillor 
Mrs Pat Morrow presented the 
Verwood Concert Brass Training 
Band, her chosen Charity, with 
a Cheque for £820.67 which she 
raised during her Mayoral Year.

VERWOOD  
SOLAR FARM
The Verwood Solar Farm 
Fund Committee are pleased 
to have awarded Grants to 
the following recipients since 
February this year:

• Verwood Football Club
• Verwood Pantomime Society
• Verwood Girl Guides
• Verwoodians on Waste 

Group
• Verwood Dementia Group

Apply for funding using the 
Verwood Solar Farm application 
form available online at: 
Verwood-solar-farm-fund@
googlegroups.com or from the 
Town Council Offices, 28 Vicarage 
Road, Verwood BH31 6DR

Emma grew up being part of 
Verwood Concert Brass, joining 
at the age of 10, starting in the 
Training Band and culminating in 
being the principle cornet player 
in the Verwood Concert Brass 
Championship Section band.

Emma also played the last post at a 
Verwood Remembrance Service on 
Ferrett Green.

3LX 
COMMUNITY 
FUND
Homeland Solar Farm has 
provided a fund for our 
community since 2014. We, as 
a committee, have used these 
funds to support a number of 
worthy projects including this 
years’ grants for microphones for 
the Verwood Pantomime Society,  
to repair culverts for better access 
to Rushmoor Heath, for a new 
sign for the Three Legged Cross 
Village Hall, towards a new music 
system for the Three Legged 
Cross United Reform Church, the 
Verwood and Three Legged Cross 
Dementia Friendly Community 
Association and towards 
updating the classrooms at the 
Three Legged Cross First School 
by replacing whiteboards with 
interactive TVs.

A complete list of all Grants 
awarded can be found on the 
Town Council website.

Apply for funding using 
the 3LX Community Fund 
application form available 
online at: www.verwood.
gov.uk/solarfarmcommunity.
benefit/3LXcommunityfund or 
from the Town Council Offices,  
28 Vicarage Road, Verwood  
BH31 6DR

FLYING OFFICER GRAVES
Former Verwood resident, Emma Graves, aged 22, has become one 
of the first female RAF Regiment Officers to have completed a 25-
week course and graduated at RAF Honington, Suffolk.

Flying Officer Emma Graves lived in Verwood from the age of 3 and 
attended both Verwood First School and Emmanuel Middle School. She 
then went to Bournemouth School for Girls where she joined the Girl’s and 
Boy’s School Combined Cadet Force (RAF Section) (CCF) which lead her 
down the path of her military career via the opportunities available in the 
CCF and RAF Air Cadet bands.



TELEPHONE:  01202 820880 
www.verwood.gov.uk

VERWOOD 
POLICE REPORT
Anti-Social Behaviour 
(ASB) - The Summer months 
tend to show a seasonal rise 
in ASB incidents. Verwood’s 
Recreation Ground and 
Potterne Park have been our 

‘hotspots’ for these types of reports and in general this is due to young 
people gathering in groups and causing noise nuisance or behaving 
unacceptably. On occasion including the anti-social use of vehicles.  
Through increased patrols and proactive engagement with those 
involved, we have been able to educate and advise about the adverse 
effects of their behaviour. Any youths who repeatedly ignore our advice 
are dealt with under the Community Consequences Scheme which 
operates in conjunction with Dorset Council. This is a progressive juvenile 
referral process which can escalate to formal action involving several 
partner agencies.  
Anti-social driving is dealt with using Police powers known commonly as 
‘Section 59’ (of the Police Reform Act 2002 for those interested!) which 
enables us to seize vehicles regularly coming to our notice for their manner 
of driving. As we now come into the Autumn months, I am pleased to say 
that anti-social behaviour has declined considerably in the area.  
Please continue to report any issues to us:- telephone Dorset Police on 
101 for anti-social behaviour or 999 for emergencies). 

Rogue Traders continue to be a problem in the area, targeting the 
most vulnerable members of our community. Rogue’s will cold call at 
addresses hoping the homeowner will ask them to carry out works 
such as tree cutting or gutter clearing. More often than not, no written 
contract is provided and the tradesmen will vastly increase the verbally 
quoted price for their works upon completion. Our advice is to never 
deal with any tradesperson who visits your doorstep unsolicited.  Please 
also keep a watch on vulnerable neighbours who may not be aware 
of the dangers of rogue traders. Call Dorset Police on 101 to report 
suspicious circumstances or dial 999 if a crime is in progress.
Scam telephone calls are continuing to affect residents across 
Dorset and calls come in a variety of forms. If anyone telephones 

you and asks for personal 
information, especially 
bank details please hang up 
immediately.  If you believe you 
have been a victim of a scam 
contact Action Fraud immediately 
on 0300 123 2040 or visit  
www.actionfraud.police.uk 
for assistance. Action Fraud is the 
UK’s national reporting centre for 
fraud and cybercrime.

PS 1451 Jane MOORE,  
PC 1292 Andy ROBERTSON & 
PCSO 5104 Adam FITZWALTER 
Verwood Neighbourhood 
Policing Team

GRANT AID 
AWARDED
Verwood Town Council were 
pleased to award Grant Aid this 
year to the following recipients

• Citizens Advice East Dorset
• Verwood Community Group
• Verwood Concert Brass
• Verwood Friendship Club
• Verwood Methodist Church
• Verwood & Three Legged 

Cross Dementia Friendly 
Community Association

• Verwood Pantomime Society

VERWOOD 
BOWLS CLUB
Bowls England had a bowling 
protocol which enabled 
outdoor bowlers to play 
during the summer.  

At Verwood we could book 
online, with alternate rinks being 
available for timed slots 7 days a 
week and this worked well.  

Competition Secretary, Barry 
Chick organised pairs and triples 
competitions for those who 
wanted to take part. 

With the weather staying fine, 
the season was extended to the 
end of September and bowlers 
are now looking forward to 
starting again next April.  

Bowls is a game suitable for all 
ages and in normal circumstances 
the Club has Open Days when 
anyone can come and try. It is 
hoped these will happen during 
2021. 

If you are interested, please 
contact the club by using our 
Contact Form available on our 
website: VerwoodBowlingClub.
co.uk or contact Norman Pearce 
on 01202 823162 and clearly 
state your contact phone and/or 
email details if no reply.

http://www.verwood.gov.uk


Events at the Verwood Hub are subject to postponement.  
Please visit the Verwood Hub Facebook page for any updates.

VERWOOD HUB
COMMUNITY & LEISURE

The Hub, Brock Way,  
Verwood, Dorset, BH31 7QE
dorsetforyou.gov.uk/verwoodhub/ 

YOUR TOWN 
COUNCIL
Dewlands North Ward

Cllr Mrs L J Clark
01202 822275

Cllr Mr M Hudson
01202 974654

Dewlands South Ward

Cllr Mrs S Bhose 
07812 569974

Cllr Mrs T B Coombs 
01202 827376

Cllr Mr S G Flower 
01202 821231

Cllr Mrs S Grove 
01202 826449

Cllr Mr P Mann (Deputy Mayor)

01202 820866

Cllr Mrs S Rose
07855 201532

Cllr Miss K Stephens 
01202 940456

Cllr Mr M D Thorpe 
07483 213309

Stephens Castle Ward

Cllr Mr A Biggs 
01202 821186

Cllr Mrs L Dedden 
01202 824473

Cllr Mr S Gibson 
01202 820822

Cllr Mrs P Morrow
01202 814733

Cllr Mr M Parker (Mayor)

07703 342039

Cllr Miss B J Salmon 
07867 334841

Three Legged Cross

Cllr Ms J Russell 
01202 822236

Published by Verwood Town Council

TELEPHONE: 01202 820880 
www.verwood.gov.uk

The Verwood Hub is open to the public with new safety 
measures in place.  All visits must be pre-booked and cash 
payments at the centre will not be taken.

It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year 
(Christmas Party) – Saturday 5th December 7.30pm

We are following all Government COVID guidance therefore there is limited 
availability. For further information, please visit; 
verwoodhub@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk or telephone 01202 828740

REMEMBRANCE DAY
The Verwood Town Mayor Cllr Matthew Parker, the  
Revd. Deborah Matthews, a Representative of the  
Royal British Legion and the Town Clerk held the  
traditional service at the Memorial Stone on Ferrett Green  
at 11am whilst adhering to the Government’s Covid-19  
guidance. This was live streamed via Facebook and 
broadcast on Forest FM. 
The gates were open from 8am until 6pm for 
Representatives and the public to lay wreaths and crosses.

VERWOOD 
PANTOMIME 
It’s with great 
sadness that 
Verwood 
Pantomime 
Society have 
made a really 
hard decision.   
After much 
discussion 
with the 
Directors and 
Producers we 
have decided to postpone 
Sleeping Beauty January 2021 until 
the following year. As you can 
imagine this was not a decision 
taken lightly, our winter evenings 
will certainly not be the same 
without rehearsals and we will miss 
all our lovely audiences. 

It’s a very sad time for all of us but we 
must keep everyone safe and save the 
Society financially for the future.

The show in January 2022 will be 
bigger and better than ever we 
promise! Take care everyone 

Sue - Chairman and Co Producer. 

Unfortunately, due to 
Covid-19, there will be no 
Christmas Extravaganza 
held this year.
HOWEVER…

Santa hitches 
a ride to 
Verwood
Verwood Rotary has teamed 
up with Forest FM to transport 
Santa to our local First Schools at 
the beginning of December  
in the outside broadcast  
van. The Rotary  
Elves have been  
busy decking it  
out as a mobile  
grotto with a  
portable letterbox  
for the children to  
post their cards  
and letters.

http://www.verwood.gov.uk

